
 

When temperatures start to drop and we see rain and snow in the forecast, it is time to 
prepare for winter. If you have an irrigation system, you will need to turn it off to prevent 

freeze damage. Pay attention to the forecasts to know when it is a good time to shut off your 
system – before a cold snap and when precipitation is going to water your plants at least 

once per week. You should also drain the system if possible and insulate any valves (if 
valves are in a box underground, you can add insulation to the box itself).  It is also a good 

idea to rake up fallen leaves to use as mulch or throw into your compost pile. Mulching 
plants can help regulate ground temperature and insulate roots. Be sure to keep mulch 

away from the trunk and/or stems of your plants because this can cause rotting. You can 
pick your final summer veggies and throw the plants out, as they will die at first frost. You 
can plant winter veggies from seed around August, or as starts around September. Plants 

that are not cold hardy enough should be brought inside or covered during a freeze 
(especially Meyer Lemons and other citrus). Finally, go around your property and find weak 

or loose branches to cut down so that rain and snow don’t cause a dangerous shower of 
falling branches. Doing these things now can save you time and headaches later and bring 

you a happier, healthier garden come spring! 


